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Omnia in Excellentia Ad Majorem Dei Gloriam

As you may have seen on this year’s new Totus Tuus 
shirts, our formation theme for this school year is the 
Holy Spirit, Who leads us to the Truth (c.f. John 16:13). 
At the Last Supper, Jesus promised His disciples that the 
Holy Spirit would remain with them, would “teach [them] 
everything,” and would recall to their memory all that 
He taught them (John 14:17, 26). St. Paul says that to be 
Christian means to “live by the Spirit” (Galatians 5:16), 
but what does this look like? When we live by the Spirit, we make use of His 
gifts and can see His fruits in our lives.

The seven gifts of the Spirit enumerated in Isaiah 11:1-2— wisdom, 
understanding, counsel, fortitude, knowledge, fear of the Lord, and piety— 
are given to every Christian at Baptism, but they are fully “activated” or 
developed in us through the Sacrament of Confirmation. Each of us has the 
same access to these gifts through the sacraments, but we must dispose ourselves to make use of them. 

The nine fruits of the Spirit listed in Galatians 5:22-23— love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, 
and self-control— are evidence that we are allowing the Holy Spirit to work in and through us to make us more like Christ. Like 
the Beatitudes, we can use the fruits of the Spirit as a sort of examen, a way to consider how we are responding to God’s grace 
and how we may be missing the mark in our walk with Him.

On the first day of school, we invited our Upper School students to prayerfully reflect on which fruit(s) of the Spirit they can see 
in their lives and which one(s) they want to pray for the grace to cultivate this year. Perhaps this would be a great place to start a 
family dialogue: which fruits of the Spirit do we experience often as a family? Do we habitually practice kindness to one another? 
Then, which fruits do we desire to see in our family life? Perhaps we can pray for the grace to be more patient with one another 
or more committed to nurturing a peaceful environment in our home.

In a 1998 address to Ecclesial Movements and New Communities, our patron Pope John Paul the Great said this of the Holy 
Spirit: 

The Holy Spirit, already at work in the creation of the world and in the Old Covenant, reveals himself in the Incarnation 
and the Paschal Mystery of the Son of God, and in a way "bursts out" at Pentecost to extend the mission of Christ the 
Lord in time and space. The Spirit thus makes the Church a stream of new life that flows through the history of mankind. 
… Whenever the Spirit intervenes, He leaves people astonished. He brings about events of amazing newness; He 
radically changes persons and history.

Let us dive into this year’s theme together, ready to experience a new life in the Spirit, ready to be astonished by Him! 

From the desk of

Dean of Student FormationMs. Emily Byers CalendarCalendar
Sept 1 All School Mass - First Friday - All 

School Photo
Sept 4 NO SCHOOL, Labor Day
Sept 8 House Shirts
Sept 11-15 Homecoming Week
Sept 15 Homecoming Game/Senior Night
Sept 16 Fall Social
Sept 21 Totus Tuus Thursday
Sept 25-29 Upper School Pilgrimage Week
Sept 29 • First Academic Quarter Ends

• Retreat, 5th, 6th, & 9th Grades
Oct 2-6 Fall Break
Oct 9 Parent/Teacher Conferences - No 

Classes
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JESUS ON CAMPUS! 
Please prayfully consider covering an open 
hour this school year in the Sacred Heart of 

Jesus Perpetual Adoration Chapel at JPG.

 Bring the whole family and make this weekly 
visit an opportunity to pray for a fruitful 2023-

2024 school year!

To sign up to take the vocations cross home & to see the 
updated list of JPG Vocations, visit:

jpgacademy.org/vocations-cross 

JPG VOCATIONS CROSS

WELCOME BACK, 
GUARDIANS!
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jpgacademy.org/parents-1

Find helpful information throughout the school 
year on the "Parents" tab on the website:
• 2023-2024 School Calendar
• Headmaster's Challenge Reading Lists
• Lunch Menu & Orders
• Webforms & Printable Forms
• 2023-2024 Handbook
• Service Hour Log
• Renweb Parent Help

Stay in the Know!

Follow us on social media!
facebook.com/JPGacademy
instagram.com/jpgacademy

 » Check your email and mail regularly
 » Subscribe to Weekly Reminder email
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2023 Homecoming Week Details

Lower & Upper School Dress Up Days

Monday, September 11: CRAZY SOCK DAY
Kick off Homecoming week in your flashiest socks

Tuesday, September 12: SWEET STYLES DAY
Dress up as your favorite candy or candy-related character

Wednesday, September 13: MASS/SPIRIT DAY
Upper School: Mass Day Uniform

Lower School:  JPG Spirit Shirt with uniform bottoms

Thursday, September 14: PEP RALLY
Pre-K & 3rd grade: Blue Shirt with uniform bottoms

Kindergarten & 4th grade: Green Shirt with uniform bottoms
1st & 5th grade: Yellow Shirt with uniform bottoms

2nd & 6th grade: Red/Pink Shirt with uniform bottoms
Upper School: House Shirt with uniform bottoms 

Friday, September 15: MASS/SPIRIT DAY
Upper School: celebrate Senior Night today and come dressed 

as a Senior Citizen
Lower School: Mass Day Uniform


